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ТНЕУ ARE DESPERATE МЕМ, O/EHARDS, WITH A DEFIANT CREED: "HYD 
IMMORTAL! C ДА А ВЕ FED. КА 


МОТ ТНАТ САР АМО I 
COULDN'T HAVE HANDLED 
ШУЛУУ ЛД ком 


MADAME HYI 
BUNCH’A SAD SACKS... 


BUT YA SURE SAVED 
Ы\ из WASTIN’ TIME 
KNOCKIN’ Ом DOORS! 


| 


OLD FRIEND, I HOPE I'LL BE SEEING YOU 

SOON AT THE AVENGERS’ MANS! ... 

DON'T LET ІТ ТАКЕ A PROPERTY ALERT 
TO MAKE YOU DROP BY.” 


ТЕ IT’S HARD GETTING УМЕ OFF, TELL TONY STARK 
YOU JUST WANT ТО CHECK HOW МЕКЕ TREATING HIS 
REAL ESTATE! 


А SHORT TIME LATER, IN 
TONY STARK’S PRIVATE 
QUARTERS AT HIS LONG 
ISLAND FACTORY... 


CAPTAIN AMERICA... NICK 
FURY... BOTA HAVE HAD 
EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE 
WITH L/FE MODEL 
РЕСОУЗ/ 


ТЕ THEY DID NOT 
SEE THROUGH ME, 
МО ONE WILL / 


SINCE STARK’S 
LIFE- LONG 
KNOWLEDGE 15 
STORED IN THIS 
ELECTRIC 

MEMORY 


HAVING TASTED THE Joy OF 

INDEPENDENT LIFE, ОР 

BEING A REGARDED /WVENTOR, 
A RENOWNED HERO... 


I KNOW THAT 
MISTAKE 
MUST BE 

RECTIFIED! 


HE SEEMS ТО HAVE DISAPPEARED... BUT 
THE MORE MY CIRCUITS PULSE WITH HIS 
LIFE PATTERNS AND REACTIONS, THE 
MORE I KNOW HE WILL ВЕ РАСА“ 


DESPITE A WEAK HEART AND AN 
UNBELIEVING WORLD AGAINST HIM... 
TONY STARK WON'T RES7 WHILE Г 


HOLD HIS IDENTITY.“ 


... AND АТ МУ DISPOSAL... 
HOW COULD EVEN EXPERTS 
GUESS THAT CREATION 

HAS REPLACED CREATOR?! 


IT WASN'T 
ENOUGH ТО TAKE 


I SHOULD 
NEVER 


HAVE LET AWAY HIS ARMOR 
AND HAVE HIM 
THROWN OUT А5 
AN MPOSTOR/ 


TONY 


BUT WHEN 
НЕ 2045... 


I SHALL 
ВЕ WAITING! 


== 


MEANTIME, ОМ А REMOTE ISLAND 
IN THE AEGEAN SEA, SOMEONE 
ELSE 16 WAITING... 


IF I DIDN'T 
KNOW FROM THE 
NEWS THIS MAN 


WAS AN 
IMPOSTOR-- 


Ір SWEAR 
HE WAS MY 


JUST AS SOON AS MY 
ABLE ASSISTANT, 
MADAME MASQUE, 15 
READY TO MAKE 
THE SUBST/TLUTION.,£ 
STEP SINCE, 
THANKS TO 
YOL, WE 
FAILED TO 
KILL TONY 
STARK/* 


Ç =, 


СОМЕ. SIR... 
YOUR ANSWER / 


— 
Dm 


er 5 YOU HAVE HIM 


XALL PART OF LAST /55/Е“5 
МІХЕр-ШР MACHINATIONS! --S7AN. 


а 


SINCE I МАРЕ 


THE МІЗТАКЕ ОЕ 


HIRING YOUS 


D SO НЕ 
724. BE, 
, STARK! 


I DON’T MURDER ANYONE SO 
INSIGNIFICANT AS MORGAN 
STARK, MADAME MASQUE’ 


IT WAS MERELY A HIGH- 
Ne OR SHOCK BLAST... 


THE GAS I USED ТО CAPTURE НІМ 

WILL BE WEARING OFF SOOA/.“ I 

CAN BEGIN PREPAR/NG HIM FOR 
THE TASK AHEAD... 


CHANCE TO ADD TONY 
STARK’S VAST WEALTH 
то MY OWN / 


HELL AWAKEN YNHARMEDI 
HOWEVER, THE EFFECT ON HIS 
NERVOUS SYSTEM WILL 
MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO 
REMEMBER ANYTHING , B 
THAT TRANSPIRED HERE! À 


BUT COME, MY DEAR! === 
IT JS OUR NEW 


ASSOCIATE THAT 
SHOULD CONCERN us! | 
gd 


NOTHING OR МО ONE SHALL HINDER МУ 
DRIVE TO BECOME THE WORLD'S RICHEST 


RICHER THAN THE KING OF LEGEND WHOSE 
NAME I TOOK WHEN I WAS A STARVING 
URCHIN BEGGING IN THE GUTTERS OF EUROPE! 


І VOWED THEW TO ACHIEVE THE GOLDEN 

TOUCH OF WEALTH SNEQUALED, MADAME 

MASQUE... AND I SHALL.” BY ANY AND 
EVERY MEANS.” 


STARK ISA SELF- 
CENTERED 
PLAYBOY.“ 


УОЏ WERE 
FRANTIC WITH 
WORRY ABOUT 
WHAT MIGHT 
HAVE HAPPENED 
ТО НІМ RECENTLY! 
HE HASN'T YET 

BOTHERED 
PHONING TO SAY 


I WISH THAT WERE TRIYE, 
MISS CORD... IN AZZ 


„ВУ ANY AND EVERY MEANS 
RESPECTS/ 


AVA/LABLE TO THEM, OUR 
COMPETITORS HAVE BEEN 
TRY/NG TO DEVELOP A 
MORE PRACTICAL FUEL- 
INJECTION SYSTEM FOR 
THESE ROCKETS... BUT 
YOU'VE SUCCEEDED’ 


ALEX, YOU'RE BECOMING 
CORD MANUFACTURING’S | 
ANSWER To TONY STARK! 


22 


I HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT KISSING YOU THE 
OTHER EVENING... EVEN 
IF YOU PREFER ТО 
IGNORE 17 


N-NO... ITS 
NOT THAT... 


IT’S JUST 

THAT I’M... 

50 CONFUSED! 
I L/KE YOU, 
ALEX... BUT 


SHE'S WEAKENING...I САМ 
SENSE |Т/ A FEW MORE 
YEMOTIONAL OUTBURSTS” 
LIKE TH/S ONE SHOULD BRING 


WITH MY TIRELESS 
EFFORTS AS HEAD 


SCIENTIST; JANICE 


CORD’S COMPANY 


HER AROUND 7 


THE GREAT LOVER ТОМУ 
STARK WILL SOON FIND 
HES LOST THE ONE 
WOMAN WHO REALLY 
CARES FOR HIM 


WILL SOON BE 
CHALLENGING STARK 
INDUSTRIES ON EVERY 

D TECHNICAL FRONT... 


| 


WHICH LEAVES 
THE МАТТЕЕ. 
OF /RON MAN! 


BUT A FEW ¥ 
МОВЕ, 

EVENINGS 

WORK, AND 


BUT, THE SCHEMES OF OTHERS ARE ALSO IN MOTION! ON THE ISLAND OF THE MAN CALLED MIDAS... 


...АМО THAT, SIR, IS MY PROPOSAL! М 
DARING, RISKY... BUT MORE 
ASSURED OF SUCCESS THAN 
YOUR NAIVE ATTEMPT.’ OF 

COURSE, ULTIMATELY, YOU MUST 

TURN STARK’S HOLDINGS OVER TO 

ME... STILL, YOUR REWARDS WILL 

BE CONS/IDERABLE. 


М.Ғ CONSIDERABLE 
ЕЗ /МОЕЕО, SIRS 


IT'S FANTASTIC! ГМ 
BEING ASKED TO REPLACE 
MYSELF! AND YET...THIS 
COULD ВЕ MY OMY O 
CHANCE.” 


ALONE, ROBBED OF MY 
ARMOR, I LACK THE 
POWER EVEN TO 
BREAK INTO MY 
< FACTORY, LET 
ALONE GO UP 
Г AGAINST THE СМ 


MAD AS MIDAS’ 
SCHEME ¿S, WITH HIS 
BACKING, L MAY BE 
ABLE TO 20/77 AND 
WITHOUT INVOLVED 

EXPLANATIONS OR 
HAVING TO REVEAL 
THAT ІМ (RON MAN? 


IT IS NOT Му 
PRACTICE TO 
INFLUENCE OTHERS 
IN IMPORTANT 
MATTERS, SIR, 
BUT SHOULD YOUR 
ANSWER BE 
NEGATIVE... 


THE MORE WE 
DO THIS, 
IMPERSONATOR, 


„МУ OWN SECURITY 
DEMANDS YOU ВЕ 
IMMEDIATELY 

DISPATCHED! 


IN THAT CASE, 
MIDAS, МУ 
INDEPENDENTLY- 
ARRIYED-AT, 
UNEMOTIONAL 
DECISION 18... 
ГМ INI 


MADAME 
MASQUE... 

BEGIN HIS 
TRAINING 
AT ONCE! 


YOU MUST 
FOLLOW 

THE EXACT 
HOLDS I 

HAVE TAKEN... 


AND PICK UP 
SPEED! WE АКЕ 
THREE MINUTES 
LATE REACHING 
THE LAUNCH 

BELOW’ 


KRAH |A. EE (< 


THE МОРЕ YOUR 
CONFIDENCE 
WILL GROW IN 
THE GRAPPLE- 
GLOVES! 


IS IT 50 UNUSUAL 
FOR А МАМ ТО HELP 
A УОМАМ.,.? 


AND ГО ВЕТ ТНЕКЕ 5 
QUITE А WOMAN 
BEHIND THAT MASK/ 


WHAT ARE УОМ 
DOING? MADAME 
MASQUE NEEDS 


THE SKILL AND ABILITY 
I DEVELOPED AS 
IRON MAN HELP, ТО 


BUT, IF І WEREN'T 
RECHARGING MY 
CHESTPLATE 


FAR ENOUGH,’ 

TO MAKE uP 

TIME, WE MUST 
JUMP! 


|; 

THE ТИМЕ / 6 
LESSONS I 
НАМЕ СМЕМ 

SHOLILD 
SEE УОП 
THROUGH! 


I HAD BEEN А CRIMINAL. 
PERHAPS ІТ WAS A FORM 
OF JUSTICE... d 


MIDAS’ МЕМ 
RESCUED ME FROM 
A PLANE CRASH... 


SPARE ME TONY STARK’S 
PLAYBOY HOMILIES... 
BEHIND THIS MASK 15 


A SURGEON HE HIRED 
SAVED MY LIFE... 
BUT NOT BEFORE 

CHEMICALS ON BOARD 

PLAYED A MACABRE 


ONLY HORROR YS 


BUT MY OLD SKILLS ARE 
USEFUL TO MIDAS... АМО 
SINCE HE'S SOLELY 
OBSESSED WITH RICHES, 


HES THE ONE MAN І САМ 
BE NEAR WITHOUT 
HAVING TO FEEL HE'S 


JOKE WITH MY 
FEATURES / 
SECRETLY REVOLTED? 


ESTIMATE 
SOME 


ФР, THEORY WE 
MUST TEST... АТА 


YOU SEEM D/STURBED, MADAME MASQUE... Т 
TRUST YOUR STUDENT HASN'T PROVEN HOPELESS! 


ON THE CONTRARY, MIDAS... 


HE MASTERS 
EVERYTHING WITH 

REMARKABLE 
SPEED... ESPECIALLY 
ASSUMING STARK’S 
PERSONALITY“ 


THEN BY ALL MEANS, LET 


US DO so... TONIGHT! 


NATURALLY, МУ DEAR, I 
TAKE COMFORT THAT 
YOU WILL BE ALONG IF 
ANYTHING SHOULD GO 


““ТО KILL OUR 
FRIEND LEST HE 
MIGHT TALK 


боом, MAGNETIC POWER SENDS AN AIRCRAFT SOARING SILENTLY ALOFT FROM AAIDAS' 
SANCTUARY...ITS DEPARTURE CO-ORDINATED TO WHISK ITACROSS INTERNATIONAL TIME ZONES... 


«FOR АМ ARRIVAL OVER WESTERN LONG ISLAND 
DURING NIGHT'S BLACKEST HOURS... 


MADAME MASQUE 
DID HER PLANNING 
WELZ... THE 
FURNACE BELOW 

15 NEVER IN 
USE AT NIGHT. 


114. HAVE ТО 
ALERT МУ 
SECURITY 
S7AFF ABOUT, 
THIS... IF WE 
AREN’ 


ENTERING 
HOVER 


PHASE... 
PREPARE 
FOR 
DESCENT! 


HURRY! ONCE YOU'RE OUT 

OF THAT MWIGHT-SLUT, WE 

STILL MUST REACH STARK'S 
PRIVATE QUARTERS... 


АШЫ 


STARK “SES SOME 


| LETS IT LEAK OUT 
THAT HE DOES... 


SOMETHING , 
LIKE THAT... 2 


YOU NEEDN'T WORRY, 
MISS... HIS INFORMATION 
15 QUITE ACCURATE... 
- я 


„ТО PROTECT 


HIS ACTUAL 
QUARTERS/ 


НЕГ ВЕЕМ-- 


IT’S ALMOST || 
S THOUGH || 


6 


THE YOUNG 
LADY !S AN W 
ASTUTE ALLY.. 
ер ONN É 


НА 2 
ИШИ вит WAST: 
Gë А МАМ WHO'D 
Z FOOLISHLY 
GAMBLE I MIGHT 
NOT BE WAITING 
HERE ТО Do... 


ASQ 
BEHIND THE 
А MACHINERY.“ 


THERE’S ENOUGH COVER FOR YOU 
O MAKE IT BACK TO THE DOOR... 


Z — 


77 


= Е | НЕ SEEMS GENUINELY CONCERNED ABOUT, 
= k МЕ/ e VS 
. ays a D CAN IT BE THAT HIS WORDS EARLIER WERE Ж 
ДЕЛЕ А МОТ AS EMPTY AS І 5ПРРО5-- ts 


СА 
NO! І WON'T DELUDE 
MYSELF.“ 


YOU САМ HIDE YOUR 
FEATURES, MADAME 
MASQUE, BUT NOT YOUR 

. EMOTIONS.’ 


NOT EVEN М/045” WRATH 

CAN MAKE YOU SLAY A 
MAN WHO, IF ONLY 

FOR AN INSTANT... 


THIS SWITCH 
WILL ACTIVATE 

THE OVERHEAD 
4 MOB/L 


= AND THAT TWO-TON 
B TURNING BLOCK 
DANGLING FROM IT... 


WHAT ІМ BLAZES WAS THAT?! YOU AMAZE 
SOUNDED LIKE А 7THUNDERCLAP.. 
OR ELSE А JET CLITTIN’ IN ITS 
AFTERBURNER 
222 


Zë, 
E 
Vraecz 


IT’S RIGHT 
THAT Г 
SHOULD GO 


ом WITH 
THE ROLE 7 


“SURVIVAL OF 

THE FITTEST! 

YOU HUAANS 
SAY. 


STAY OUT OF THIS! 
HE'S WOT TONY STARK. 
IT’S THAT (MPOSTOR 
BACK FOR ANOTHER 4 
ТЕУ. < 


WAIT A MINUTE.. 
Жаға” T НЕАКО | — W 
г THE STORY, 
ХАЛЕ Қу IRON MAN?! 


HAVEN'T YOU, 
REALIZED THAT I 
MAKE A FAR 


SWELL HEAD! 
HAVE YA 
GONE NUTS?! 


ANTHEM... BUT FOR WHAT 
N ТНЕУ HEARD, THEY'LL 
D HAVE TO D/E... 


D IMMEDIATELY \ 
ER YOU, 


FIRST THINGS 
Жы” AS ТНЕУ 


АМО IF МУ 
МЕМОКУ 
SERVES YOU 


THAT’S ALL 
OVER NOW! 


I SEE МОМ YOU AUST HAVE 
PLANNED TO DO THIS ALL 
ALONG... HOW ELSE COULD 
YOU HOPE ТО SUBOUE МЕР! 


BUT IT IS A 
FAINT МОРЕ, 
TONY STARK’ 


FEAR OR AWE OF AN 
OBSOLETE ANTIQUE! 


TELL ME ABOUT 
IT AFTER THE 
FIGHT’ 


ANYONE WHO WOULD PIT THAT CLUMSY 
COLLECTION OF ОГ” МООЕО 

TRANSISTORS AGAINST ARMOR THAT 
15 LIGHTER, FASTER, STRONGER... 


BY THEN, I WILL ONLY 
BE WASTING WORDS ON 
А DEAD MAN’ 


ТЕ ТНЕКЕ МЕРЕ АМУ 
FEELING OF MACHINE 
FOR 176 MAKER... ANY 
HESITATION ON МУ 
PART TO PREVENT 
MY SLAYING уби.., 


«IMPROVED INA 
HUNDRED WAYS, 
AND INFINITELY 


MORE 
MANEUVERABLE.,, 


re: DESERVES 
ТО DIE.” 


\ DON'T TELL ME 
ABOUT THE 
DIFFERENCES IN 
А THE TWO SUITS, 
~ FELLA... 


BUT WHAT ALWAYS 
| COUNTS MOS7 IN 
| THE LONG RUN... 


ES У А RO 
OLD GA 


GOT то HURRY.,. CHARGE you Keane YOUR «PITTED AGAINST 
НІМ BEFORE HE. T WEL A FLAWLESS 
BEFORE.,.NO/ он, NOS к, АМРео/р.” 


Š то iL D> 


STARK'S SLIPPED THe ТАКЕ 
TO THA р = SPECIAL HELP! s 


CAN'T TAKE MUCH MORE... 
MUST RETREAT...GET TIME 
ТО 2Е57.../ 4 


THE SMELTING POT 5 

INFERNO CAN ВЕ 

THE ONLY RESTING 
PLA: ҒО 


СЕ БОР 
OBSOLETE MACHINES И 


Е У/МЕ..: 
CAN ONLY KEEP TRYING 


TO PULL MYSELF LP? MUST! 


ДААНЫ En E 


2 


CATWAL 
QI САМ ДМРВ 


HEIGHT WILL 
NEAR / 


FINISH МЕ! 


THERE ARE 
STILL THE 


BETTER TO 
DEAL WITH НІМ... 


KNOW NOW.. 1 WON'T 

SURVIVE THIS... ” 

N 
Yro ң 


s МОК 
21055 УУ 
4 
ӘУ) 


D] 


=> - 
H FoR SAKE ОЕ 
OTHERS НЕ MAY 


YOUR LAST EFFORT | | АМО FOR ALL YOUR DEATH DOES NOT Y 
Š DAMAGED CIRCHIT S| | VALOR, ALL YOUR COME EAS/LY TO 
\ |; у SLOWS МЕ... CITY. THE YOU, ТОМУ STARK../ 
YZ ПР! 
| Z \ \ 
X \ ка 
P bi ЖЖ 
Ж w —. 7 
4 “ 9 iA || 


à 
WERE Уве 


е THE FIGURE IN 45 
THE GOLDEN Sul 
7/44... 


BuT. THE FAINT GLOW OF NOR 16 HIS FANTASTIC WILL 
LIFE WITHIN TONY STARK TO FIGHT ОМ,» IF ONLY FOR 
15 NOT YET EXT/NGL/SHED... A MINUTE, A SECOND LONGER... 


ARE YOU BADLY 
HURT... САМ YOU 
ANS 


WER 
YESTIONS n? 


ч 


| 
| N 
A 


N-No... / 
WHATEVER 
ELSE 
AVENGER HAPPENS... 
DENLY BECOMES У THAT PROD, 
A BERSERK LEGEND 
MURDERER! MUST NOT BE 
BLEMISHED! Ж 
(= | | 


MUST ЕХР2 Ac. HAD HOPED ІТ 


YOU SAW LMD... COULD КЕРГАСЕ., 
OUT OF CONTROL.../ 


THEN THE 


REAL IRON MAN 
15 OFF ОМА 
SPECIAL 
MISSION? 


I KNOW WHAT 
YOUR VING 
AT, VISION/... 


BARE MOMENTS AFTER THE 
CALLED YELLOWJACKET 
SPEAKS THIS WORD 


HANK, IS 
IT REALLY 
POSSIBLE? 


UNDER THE RIGHT 


WILL SPARK А 
HEART BACK TO 
LIFE... 


TO THE AACHINE.Z 


AND МО ONE'S HEART 
САМ STAND UP ТО 7HAT 
FOR MORE THAN 
TWO OR THREE DAYS! 
WE CAN'T SAVE TONY 
STARK... BUT MAYBE WE 
CAN_BUY HIM EXTRA TIME 
FOR А MIRACLE.” 
IF WE GET 


HIM TO 
AVENGERS HQ 
IN TIMES 


YET, EVEN AS THIS LIFE-AND-DEATH FLIGHT 
TAKES PLACE, WORD OF THE NIGHT’S TRAGEDY 
LEAKS 007, AND IS SOON WORLD NEWS... 


ТАМ UNHAPPY, MADAME 
MASQUE... UNHAPPY 
/МСЕЕ2” І SET OUT 
FOR GREATER WEALTH, 
AND INSTEAD, МЕТТЕР 
MYSTERY.“ 


DID OUR /MPOSTOR 
errs SUCCEED 


AT LEAST, THERE 15 

ONE CONSOLATION.” 

WHOEVER IT IS, 15 AS 
GOOD AS DEAD.“ 


FOR US TO MIS 1 
EITHER OF THEM. 


> 
N 
Š 


SCHT 


Га, 111111111111 


L 


ЕМ, МАРАМЕ 

AAASQUE...P NO 
КЕАЗОМ, 
INDEED. 


Амр FOR THE FUZZ 


SOCK 


SHELL; 


IT то 


o Yo MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 625 MADISON AVE. МУС /0022 о 


Dear Stan, Archie, апа Johnny 

IRON МАМ #14 moved те so, that | felt compelled to write 
this letter. After reading “The Night Phantom Walks!”, there was 
just no way to suppress the urge to lavish you with praise 
praise you well deserve, There never has been, and never again 
will be, a story quite like this one. Take bone-chilling suspense, 
the like of which we see on pages 1-3, the stark drama of pages 
4-7, the blood-curdling shock of pages 8-13, the sad tale of Travis 
Hoyt on pages 15-16, the sheer action of pages 17-19, and finally, 
the harvest of the evil sowed by a man trying to control forces he 
cannot begin to comprehend on page 20 --- mix well, and the 
result is the greatest Iron Man saga yet! 

It was scenes like pages 12 and 19 that made the story the 
stark shock of lovely Janice Cord radiated from the former, while 
the latter illustrated true poetic justice scenes which could 
only have been mediocre in one of your competitors” mags 
and yet, with the амезоте artwork and star-studded script of the | 
team of Craig and Goodwin, they defy mortal description 

What more сап | say, but keep up the good work, and try to 
give us more issues like ##14, if such ап achievement is possible. 

John Smithson Box 25 
Webbers Falls, Oklahoma 74470 

And what more can we say, Johnny, except that with 
encouragement like yours, how can we do anything but keep | 
trying until it is possible?! 


Dear Stan, Archie, and Johnny, 

Well, here it is (hopefully)! Feast your little optics on what | 
believe to be the of Shell Heads metal duds, The 
controversial topic of the flexibility of Iron Man’s armor is solved! 


is secret 
The flexible gold-colored pieces of Iron Man's suit оп his arms and 
legs | GOLD! (Tony Stark can 
afford 

Avenger 


ndeed what it appears to be 
t!) Sheesh! Why do you think he’s called the Golden 

Gold is the most elastic o metals, in it's malleabi- | 
However, gold is also a dense metal. When gold is hammered | 


Та! 


tity 
into sheets, it is so elastic that the hammer (some as heavy as 17 
pounds) be | 
much. would bounce off 


actually bounces back and does not need to 


So, bullets and other directed object: 


lifted | 


easily. The front part (that actually covers the hand) of tron Man's 
gauntlet This is 
true, because if it were polished metal like the rest of his armor, | 
he coulc 

much for his opponents’ faces either 


5 woven steel fibers that form a steel fabric 


not grasp anything without it slipping away. It wouldn't 

both George and Johnny draw his gauntlets at that part | 
$ given a textured This 
The other parts of his armor (boots 


ms and it OOK 5 another point 

Е the steel fabric 
gauntlets, and pants)are sectioned iron plates that allow bending 
iron Man's chest plate is also divided into two sections (observe 


Ігоп Man trademark ріс in corner of mag) to allow for the bending | 


in the abdominal region. And the helmet is supposedly a two: 
piece iron head-piece, but we have been given other 
versions. That's И; now that deserves ап armor-plated no-prize, 
doesn’t it? By the way, Johnny Craig draws Janice Cord beautiful- 
ly; my IRON MAN #14 is still wet from my drooling! MAKE 
MINE MARVEL! Doug Hazlewood 3306 Е. Oaklawn 
Victoria, Texas 77901 

If any further proof were needed that Marvel is the thinking 

man’s comic line, it would be in letters we get for IRON МАМ. 


molded 


| Hardly a round of mail goes by now that we доп“ get at least опе 


explanation for the functioning of Shellhead’s threads that sounds 
perfectly feasible to us (science dropouts all, it must be noted), 
and each as deserving of а по-ргіге as your own swinging solution, 
Doug. With so many active imaginations working for us, we hate 
to kill things by saying this one, or that one, is the definitive 
version, What we'll probably be doing is from time to time 
including things about Iron Man’s armor within the stories them- 
selves, which may include elements from suggestions you armor 
aficianados have sent us, as well as some of our own confounding 
contributions (which you can all write in letters correctii g later, 
right?). Ай in all, another sterling example of Marvel's continuing 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


(Real Frantic One)—A buyer of at least 3 Marvel 
mags a month. 

(Titanic True Believer) — A divinely-inspired 
"Мо-Рпге" winner. 

(Quite "Nuff Sayer) — А fortunate frantic one 
who's had a letter printed 


R.F.O. 
Т.Т.В. 
Q.N.S. 


(Keeper Of the Flame) — One who recruits а 
newcomer to Marvel's roilickin’ ranks. 
(Permanent Marvelite Maximus) —Anyone pos- 
sessing all four of the other titles, 

(Fearless Front-Facer) — An honorary title be- 
stowed for devotion to Marvel above and beyond 
the call of duty, 


Kor, 
Р.М.М. 
F.F.F. 


Dear Stan, Archie, and John, 

| would like to thank you for creating an excellent villain for 
IRON MAN te fight in a future issue. What am ! talking about? 
The Night Phantom, alias Travis Hoyt, of course! 1 am saying this 
because he has excellent potential for future combat with Iron 
Man, The Night Phantom appeared in IRON MAN #14 and was 
not at his full peak of prowess and power. So, IM easily defeats 
him, But, what's this? What happened to the defeated Night 
Phantom? Why, he is now trapped underground in radioactive 
water which will continue to cause him to become stronger and 
stronger! How about that! And, if his strength continues to grow, 
then won't he someday be strong enough to break out of his 
underground prison as well as beat Iron Man? HMMMMM? And, 
could you not say that he was nourished by the radioactivity for 
the duration of his stay underground? Of course, it is possible as 
well as probable! So, | ask you, Stan: “Have | helped you create 
а nearly unbeatable foe for Iron Man?” He could fight a different 
Marvel character, but Hoyt DID have a personal fight with Stark 
and Iron Man. Oh, well — how about it, Stan? 

Bob Krotts 4832 Ackerman Blvd. 
Kettering, Ohio 45429 

There seem to be two schools of thought on the matter, Bob 
(See Mike Burton's missive elsewhere on the page). We originally 
conceived of the character for just a one-time appearance, but, 
you know us . . . If enough of you rabid readers demand 
@ reappearance, then the Night Phantom might just walk again. 
But, of course, we'll try to do it at a time and ina way that you'd 
least expect, (іп other words, were stalling until we think over 
some of the great ideas you've given us!) 


Dear Bullpen, 
IRON MAN brings up a sore point in Marvel's general aspects. 
It in itself is not bad (may | say GREAT!) but, for what must be 
the thousandth time, we find a character who gets his powers from 
an accident with radiation. You should try to avoid this theme in 
the future, as it has become overworked and, to me, boring. 
Garrett Everett 312 Edison St. 
Albany, Georgia 
A word to the wise is sufficient, Garrett . . . And if madcap 
Marvel doesn’t always fall into that category, we at least know 
when to take a hint. Naturally we want each tale to be as original 
and different as possible, but sometimes a familiar element (like 
radiation) fits much more reasonably and believeably within the 
context of a story than something more radical. And, if the way 
it’s used and the results and effects it has on a character's actions 
and motivations provide a fresh angle, we'll go ahead with it. But 
we've got more than a few new tricks up our sleeve, and you can 
rest assured we'll be using ‘em all as future issues come rolling 
along . . . So we have a hunch you're not going to be bored long, 
faithful one! 


Dear Stan, Archie, Johnny, and Sam, 
IRON MAN #14, far exceeded my expectations. 
Craig's work is far more than adequate, despite my reservations 


Johnny 


about it. Archie’s scripting was masterful; the flow of events and 
viewpoint were cinematic. Somehow, even the most fantastic 
events in the story seemed believable, and despite the pre- 
dictability of the plot, | became engrossed in the story. Con 
gratulations, group, 

| hope the Night Phantom won't be turning up again. It's 
good to have a villain killed off and left dead, occasionally. I'm 
also disturbed by your use of an invalid as a villain twice in a row. 
Archie's been watching too many reruns of “Die, Monster, Die!’ 

By the way, | thought Sam’s lettering was good enough to get 


ІШІ ІШ 


Бу despite his misspelling of Johnny's name, and | congratulate 
the stapling machine on stapling the comic at the right end, the 
paper cutter for getting all the pages the same size, and a certain 
advertiser for crediting us with such intelligence. Definitely 
‘nuff said. Mike Burton 1149 Greenwood Street 
Bellefontaine, Ohio 43311 

With ай the ground covered in your last paragraph, Mike, that 
should be the case, but, as usual, silence comes hard to your 
babbling Bullpen (even while blushing in shame at overlooking 
anything so obvious as the misspelling of Johhhny Сгаааід'ѕ name, 
The “Night Phantom” story was a reserve piece done out of 
sequence so we'd have something ready whenever anything (like 
George's vacation) came up. As fickle fate would have it, we 
needed the yarn right after the “Controller” episode; hence, two 
invalid villains in а row (although we felt the differences in the 
stories pretty well off-set this one similarity). 


Dear Stan, Archie, and Johnny, 

IRON MAN #14 was the best issue since Shell-Head got his 
own magazine. A good story, good plotting, and great, total 
artwork by Johnny Craig made it an outstanding item in my 
collection of extra fine Marvels. 

1 couldn't resist studying each panel, but the only error | 
found was one misspelled word. Mr. Craig's name was spelled 
J-o-h-h-n-y in the credits. If he doesn’t know, please don't tell 
him; he did such a good job 

Incidentally, | approve of the initials, indicating ranks of 
Marveldom. 1 may not read all the letters. But, | read ай the 
letters from P,M.M.'s, along with letters from my home State, 
Also, it gives Marvelites a chance to brag a little when signing off 

Bill Cantey 809 Stonefield Ave. 
Charleston, S.C. 29407 

And everyone deserves the chance to do that once іп а while, 
right, Bill? But we think you may be missing a bet by being so 
selective in your choice of which letters to read . , , Aside from the 
fact that any of our letter-writers, titled or not, might have some 
cogent comment you'd find worthwhile, you're depriving yourself 
of the thrill of discovering future Р.М.М. in the making, the 
subtle satisfaction of being able to Say а5 you spot those imperial 
initials, “На! 1 knew him when!” And if that doesn’t convince 
you, how ‘bout the possibility that someone whose letters you've 
been passing by may move to your home state? 
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